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Correction: A story in the Autumn 2010 Oak Log, “Land Protection  
and Natural Areas,” incorrectly characterized the family foundation  
that provided funding for the Helen W. Buckner Memorial Preserve  
at Bald Mountain in 1992. The Buckner family group that gave the  
gift was not renamed Sweet Water Trust. Sweet Water is a private  
foundation established by Walker Buckner to protect wild nature,  
and he is its sole trustee. Our apologies for the error.
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ith the holidays nearly upon us, the glories of last summer are quickly 
receding. The cold has an edge, but who can forget that long stretch 

of warm days and generous sunny weather just passed? Gardeners 
will remember the summer of 2010 as one of the most friendly and bug-free  
growing seasons in a long time. Staff at the Conservancy’s Vermont Chapter will 
long remember it as the summer of our 50th Anniversary.

Without interrupting our core work of land conservation and stewardship,  
we marked our 50th by sponsoring two art shows, publishing a stunning preserve 
guide, and holding a fabulous Annual Gathering on the shores of Lake Champlain. 
A capacity crowd of nearly 400 people joined us to celebrate the Vermont Chapter’s 
50th anniversary at Shelburne Farms. The weather was perfect for our many field 

trips, and we collectively toasted 
the chapter’s anniversary with 
champagne. A gigantic wall map 
identified more than 100 places 
around Vermont we’ve helped 
to conserve since 1960, and was 
echoed in a large and delicious 
50th birthday cake, also in the 
shape of Vermont. 

We displayed a dozen favorite 
photos from my three decades 
at the helm, all shots of people 
who figure in the chapter’s story.  
Hub Vogelmann was with us, too.  

Hub ran the chapter for much of our first 20 years out of his UVM Botany 
Department office, and he recalled an earlier chapter annual meeting when the 
entire membership came — all 17 people. Well, quite a few more members were on 
hand for our 50th annual meeting, spirits ran high, and a good time was had by all.

Peter Forbes of The Center for Whole Communities in Waitsfield gave a  
memorable and energetic keynote presentation that challenged us to work more 
inclusively with communities, and to be prepared for inevitable (and possibly  
profound) demographic and cultural shifts coming to Vermont. It left us with a lot to 
think about. I gave a short speech to share my perspective on the chapter’s future. 

I’m a big believer in continuity of purpose, so I’m not proposing a radical turn 
away from the path we’ve taken. We’ve been building a preserve system here, the 
essence of tangible, “place based” conservation. Technically, our mission has to do 
with science, biodiversity, habitat, and nature. Fine, but it also behooves us to under-
stand that conservation is as much about people as anything else, and that for many 
Vermonters, conservation is more about quality of life than biodiversity. 

So we need to keep people in the loop by partnering with communities and social 
institutions of all kinds. Though it’s sometimes a complication, we should continue 
to make the beautiful, ecologically rich places we own available to the public, by 
building trails, publishing trail guides, encouraging research and education, and 
investing in volunteers. Basically, we should continue to help people reconnect with 
nature, both for their sakes and ours.

Vermont is a “two degrees of separation” kind of place, one large community 
where trust spreads by word of mouth. Reputation and relationships are critical in 
this tiny state. Our membership here is large and supportive because we’ve always 
given something tangible back to Vermont. Everyone knows it, and we are valued 
for this. We are trusted partners. If the same can be said 50 years from now, we will 
have succeeded brilliantly.
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Toasting the Vermont Chapter’s 50th anniversary  
at the Annual Gathering at Shelburne Farms are,  
left to right, Gerry Jones, Warren King, Bob Klein,  
Hub Vogelmann and Dave Marvin.
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Annual Gathering
Snapshots of the 
Vermont Chapter’s  
50th Anniversary  
Annual Gathering — 
Shelburne Farms,  
Saturday, Aug. 28, 2010

Thank you to everyone 
who celebrated with us 
and made this such a 
momentous day!

I want to thank you for one of the best days of my life  
on Saturday…I enjoyed it up to the eyeballs!
	   Linda M. Maloney, Enosburg Falls
	   Interim Pastor at Calvary Episcopal Church, Underhill

Saturday's event was truly memorable. The staff deserves 
hearty congratulations for bringing it off so smoothly.
	   Clive Gray, Greensboro
	   Vermont Chapter Trustee

Brett Engstrom did a super job of presenting 
Camp Johnson as unique with several  
rare/endangered plants. Bob Klein’s  
photographs were inspirational and the  
keynote speaker, Peter Forbes, was excellent.  
The dinner was scrumptious and the setting  
was out of this world.
	   Dean and Susan Greenberg, Hartland
	   Eshqua Bog Natural Area 
	   volunteer stewards
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hirteen years ago, The Nature Conservancy and the 
Vermont Land Trust completed one of the largest  

conservation projects in the eastern United States, becoming 
joint owners of thousands of acres of timberland across the 
northern Green Mountains.

The Atlas Timberlands Partnership was a huge leap for 
both organizations. On Dec. 29, 1997, the two nonprofit  
conservation groups took ownership of more than 26,000 
acres of undeveloped working forest.

The partnership was born out of concern for the future of 
the northern forest. Vast swaths of timberland from Vermont 
to Maine were being sold off in the 1980s and ’90s. With 
the Atlas lands, the missions of The Nature Conservancy and 
Vermont Land Trust (VLT) intersected as they sought to 
protect the natural world and the working landscape.

Conservancy State Director Bob Klein noted that historically, 
the Conservancy protected biological resources, and VLT 
focused on the economic use of the forest. “We realize 
these are not separate directions if we are to maintain the 
integrity of Vermont’s forests in the future,” Klein said at  
the time.

Recently recalling the early conversations about taking 
over one of the largest timber holdings in the state, Klein 
remembered both urgency and hesitancy. “We were worried 
that the land might get chopped up and then chopped up 
again into multiple ownerships,” Klein said. “We had a chance 
to keep it as a working forest.

“I remember when it first came up, we wondered, ‘What 
should we do with this?’ It was a great conservation opportu-
nity, but we weren’t in the timber business,” he said, adding 

that the lands weren’t ecologically valuable and therefore not 
a typical Conservancy acquisition. And, he wondered, “how 
would we ever pay for it?” 

Ultimately, it was a Freeman Foundation grant of $5 million 
that moved the project forward and covered the bulk of the 
purchase price. Without that, Atlas would never have been 
realized, Klein said. 

Today, the Atlas Timberlands continue to both challenge 
and gratify the people who are responsible for managing them. 
David McMath, the forester who has been shepherding the 
project from its infancy, said he appreciates being able to prac-
tice sustainable forestry, a silvicultural approach that involves 
tending and managing the trees to ensure their long-term 
health, with less concern about the immediate bottom line.

“The beauty of Atlas,” McMath said, “is whatever work we 
started will continue on after we’re gone.” 

For a forester, he said, the Atlas Timberlands are “a dream 
come true.”

The Nature Conservancy and the Vermont Land Trust took ownership of 26,000 acres of working forest in the Green Mountains in 1997. 

When it first came up, we wondered, 
‘What should we do with this?’ It was 
a great conservation opportunity, but 
we weren’t in the timber business.
		  Bob Klein
		  State Director,  
		  The Nature Conservancy 

Lessons from the Forest
What the Atlas Timberlands Partnership teaches us
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That is not to say that the work is easy or that there aren’t 
frustrations. Trees grow very slowly, and the Atlas lands had 
been pretty much “picked over,” so there is a lot of growing 
that needs to take place before valuable timber and healthy 
trees return to these woods. Above all, for the handful of 
loggers, truckers and foresters who harvest the Atlas trees in 
winter, “this is hard, dangerous work,” McMath said. In an 
attempt to make operations as low-impact as possible, the 
work is done in winter when the ground is frozen to avoid 
tearing up the forest floor.

“The Atlas Timberlands in their non-special way have a 
diversity, a wild and rugged feel and uniqueness that I haven’t 
experienced in other parts of the country,” McMath said. “This 
also adds to the challenge. They are some of the toughest  
lands I have ever worked. Nothing — and I mean nothing 
— is ever easy or straightforward on these properties.”

The Conservancy’s Jon Binhammer, Director of Land 
Protection, agrees. “The terrain is steep and difficult. There 
are a lot of streams, and we have to be careful to protect them 

from erosion. Atlas has really opened my eyes to the compli-
cated world of timber management.”

That was one of the reasons behind the Atlas purchase, 
and Carl Powden, VLT’s Regional Director for Central 
Vermont, said it has been “a huge learning opportunity for 
both organizations.

“It’s given us the ability to talk to owners of large tracts 
of forestland and understand the economic pressures they’re 
up against in the balancing of healthy forests and economic 
realities,” Powden said.

Balance is critical with the Atlas project, Klein said, to gain 
a better understanding of timber management and appreci-
ate the complexity of the business while also demonstrating 
a viable model for increasing timber value. The basic idea 
is to harvest responsibly while protecting ecologically sensi-
tive areas, stream buffers, critical wildlife habitat and species  
diversity. Ultimately, the hope is to show that forestry and  
conservation can work together rather than against each other.

leaving about 24,000 acres. The profit from the sales pro-
vides working capital for the project, and has also been used 
to purchase land for better access to the Atlas forests.

For The Nature Conservancy, nationally and interna-
tionally, the Vermont timber deal was the first of this scale.  
Two years later, in 1999, the Vermont Chapter joined a 
multi-party effort to protect the biggest land holding in  
the state, 130,000 acres of Champion International’s  
timberlands in the Northeast Kingdom. Other Conservancy  
chapters in Maine and Montana later became involved in 
working forest deals of substantial size. “Bit by bit, conserving  
working forest lands grew as a conservation strategy for  
The Nature Conservancy,” Klein said.

Atlas is a long-term commitment. It’s difficult work. But 
for the partners, and for the man in charge of the day-to-day 
tending of these timberlands, it is a worthwhile investment.

“Sustainable forestry does work,” McMath said. “It can be 
part of the working landscape.”

The history of these woodlands suggests anything but  
balance — they were depleted over time as they were increas-
ingly used as a resource, starting nearly two centuries ago with 
European settlers and proceeding through years of aggressive 
timber extraction by private industry. The Atlas Timberlands 
Partnership is working to reverse that.

In 2003, Atlas reached a significant milestone when the 
property was “green certified” by the Forest Stewardship 
Council, a designation that potentially could add value to 
the forest products. In the past few years however, the wood 
market has been so poor that McMath has been focusing 
more on management plans and property lines, and backing 
off on harvesting until the market returns. The Conservancy 
and VLT are also working on updating their memorandum of 
understanding to refine the goals for Atlas. 

At the time of the purchase, the Atlas Timberlands were 
scattered in 23 separate parcels across 16 towns. In an attempt 
to consolidate and make the lands more manageable, the 
partners have sold four parcels with conservation easements, 
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Nothing — and I mean nothing — is ever easy or straightforward on these properties.
						                      David McMath, Atlas Timberlands Partnership forester

Forester David McMath, above, follows a low-impact silviculture approach so any logging on the Atlas lands is scheduled 
for winter when the ground is frozen. 

Cover Story: Atlas Timberlands
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Black Mountain Natural Area
Dummerston

When Caitlin Cusack took the lead to rehabilitate the trail 
at the Black Mountain Natural Area, the AmeriCorps stew-
ardship assistant expected challenges, but she could not have 
foreseen the twists and turns the project took at the end. 
Although only with the chapter for a year, Caitlin confidently 

took charge of the trail re-route from the 
start — managing the complexities of the 
Act 250 permit process, working with a trail 
designer and Vermont Youth Conservation 
Corps crews, building trust with local land-
owners and even successfully attaining a 
$20,000 grant. But one day last summer, 
with everything seemingly in place for the 
trail work to begin and just days before her 
AmeriCorps term was to expire, Caitlin 
was scouting the proposed re-route one last 
time to be sure she had avoided certain rare 
plants that were known to grow on Black 

Mountain in small numbers. What she found that day was 
a dense carpet of the plants in flower exactly in the location 
where the new trail was to have gone. 

It took Caitlin a moment to register that this dazzling 
display of nature would seriously alter her re-route project. 
And she admits it took her breath away. But once she collected 
herself, the graduate of the Yale University forestry program 
and a committed outdoorswoman was able to appreciate the 
wonder and abundance of the plants that are only seen in a 
handful of places in Vermont. Caitlin came to understand 
what “adaptive management” means and concluded that the 
plentiful plants were a cause for celebration. She quickly 
revised the project with the expertise of Josh Ryan of Timber 
and Stone, LLC., developing an alternate plan to improve the 
old, steep trail. “Caitlin skillfully and cheerfully handled the 
many complexities of this project,” said Stewardship Manager 
Emily Seifert. “We couldn’t have done it without her!”  

Great Guildhall Swamp Natural Area
Guildhall

In the third project to protect the Great Guildhall Swamp, the 
Vermont Chapter of the Conservancy has bought a 61.5-acre 
tract of land that will allow public access into this magical 
natural area. A pull-off for three to four cars has been added  
at the entrance to the swamp along North Road just a couple 
of miles from the Northeast Kingdom village of Guildhall. 
“It’s not really like a swamp,” said Jon Binhammer, the 
chapter’s Director of Land Protection. “It is a wetland, but 
you aren’t slogging through deep water. Visitors will tread on 
a beautiful bed of sphagnum moss just a little more than a 
stone’s throw from the Connecticut River.” With the recent 
purchase, the chapter has conserved 375.5 acres of this spruce-
fir-tamarack swamp, which is one of the best examples of 
this natural community in the state, and provides habitat for 
moose, white-tailed deer, snowshoe hare and boreal birds. 
The purchase was made possible largely through the Vermont 
Housing and Conservation Board, which provided $50,000, 
more than half the cost of the project. The chapter is hoping 
to raise all necessary funds.

Caitlin Cusack   

Looking Beyond Our Borders 
By Larry Hamilton

Of more than passing interest to Oak Log readers are 
current efforts of our northern neighbor and sister 

organization, the Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC). 
Sutton Mountain in southern Québec is in the center of a 
largely wild area, a few minutes’ drive from North Troy or 
Richford, Vermont. The Mount Sutton Ski Area is there, but 
also 12,000 acres of wildlands that are home to bobcat, fisher, 
black bear, moose, and at times rare Bicknell’s thrush and red-
shouldered hawk as well as Blackburnian warbler. 

Trustee Notes
This area has recently been protected through a landmark 

deal between NCC-Quebec and pulp and paper giant Domtar. 
This is NCC’s largest acquisition east of Saskatchewan. 
It bears the name of Reserve Naturelle des Montagnes-
Vertes (Green Mountains Nature Reserve). Ultimately NCC 

hopes to preserve some 
25,000 acres, with the 
Domtar purchase as 
the core, and another 
74,000 acres of con-
served buffer zone 
around it. It could also 
be linked north to 
Mount Orford National 
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...And our new AmeriCorps members
Joseph Forsyth is our Stewardship  
Assistant, relocating to Montpelier  
from St. Louis, Missouri. He  
graduated in 2009 from Bard  
College with a B.A. in literature 
and has extensive experience lead-
ing volunteer trail and invasive  
plant crews for the Student 
Conservation Association (SCA) 
and the Forest Service.  

Alison Herrell serves as the 
Volunteer Coordinator and Field 
Assistant in our West Haven 
office. Alison received her B.A. in 
biology, with a minor in dance, last 
spring from Valparaiso University, 
Valparaiso, IN. She spent  
last summer working as a forest 
research technician for Purdue 
University. 

Donia Prince serves as Volunteer and Outreach 
Coordinator in Montpelier. Donia holds a B.A. in political  
science from the University of California, Berkeley, and 
graduated this spring with a B.A. in biology: field naturalist 
from Johnson State College. Donia has a wide range of skills 
that come from her experience as a political and community 
organizer, business owner, dairy farmer, choral music direc-
tor, elder caregiver and naturalist.

Welcome our new Trustees
Richard Heilemann
Manchester

Richard has been a practicing dentist 
in Manchester for 36 years and is also 
a visiting faculty member of the Pankey 
Institute in Key Biscayne, Florida. He 
has been a member of The Nature 
Conservancy for 26 years and became 
more involved through the Equinox Highlands and through 
his association with the Equinox Preservation Trust.

His favorite Conservancy natural area is the land on Equinox 
Mountain. “Through the help of The Nature Conservancy 
staff and others, I have developed a deeper appreciation of the 
value of an area that is in my backyard,” he said.

Richard and his wife Martha, who recently celebrated 
their 40th wedding anniversary, enjoy being outside and 
exploring new areas, hiking, cross-country skiing and snow-
shoeing. Their son Adam, who lives in Boston with his wife 
Elaine, “is still looking for that perfect piece of Vermont 
property to be able to return to.”

Bryan McCarthy
Woodstock

Starting with the Colorado Chapter, 
Bryan McCarthy has been affiliated 
with The Nature Conservancy for about 
12 years. Bryan is a builder and public  
water systems consultant. He is a life-
long outdoorsman, amateur naturalist  
and sportsman, an avid fisherman, 
waterfowler and elk hunting guide.

He and his wife Helen and their children who are both 
students at the University of Vermont — son Alex, 21, and 
daughter Nina, 18 — are sailors, skiers and hikers.

“The Nature Conservancy’s ability to apply hard science 
toward the preservation and restoration of unique areas 
of biodiversity is what drives me to support the mission. I 
believe that we must all learn to become responsible stewards 
of our natural resources, and the Conservancy provides edu-
cational opportunities for the public.”

Jon B
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New Faces

Park, and other conserved lands nearby. NCC is advancing 
this vision in collaboration with many partners, including an 
emerging regional non-profit called Appalachian Corridor 
Appalachien (ACA).

This area of southern Québec is part of the great 
Appalachian range that includes Vermont’s Green Mountains, 
and figures prominently in conservation planning and action 
for the vast and vitally important Northern Appalachian-
Acadian Ecoregion. It is also linked to the Chapter’s work 
in the “Staying Connected” initiative, a broad public-private 
partnership focused on conserving key habitat linkages across 
the Northern Appalachians. 

The duel threats of climate change and habitat fragmenta-
tion are mandating a shift from conserving individual parcels 

of sometimes small size, to planning and acting to provide 
pathways for movement of fauna and flora on a much larger 
landscape scale. In this work, the Conservancy is collaborat-
ing with partners such as Vermont Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, the Wildlands Network, Vermont Land Trust, 
Vermont Natural Resources Council, National Wildlife 
Federation and NCC. Stay tuned.

Larry Hamilton is a trustee of the Vermont Chapter and Emeritus Professor 
of Natural Resources of Cornell University where he taught and researched 
from 1951-1980 and served as Senior Fellow at the East-West Center 
from 1980-93. He is now Senior Advisor, Mountain Biome, of the World 
Commission on Protected Areas/IUCN. He is also town forester for his 
hometown of Charlotte where he lives with his wife Linda.

The Vermont Chapter’s  
new AmeriCorps members 
are, left to right, Joseph 
Forsyth, Alison Herrell and 
Donia Prince. 
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Oak Society 
Donors
(Gifts of $1,000 or more)
Includes 38 Last Great Places Society 
members (Gifts of $10,000 or more)

Anonymous (39 members)	    
Jayne & Leonard Abess Foundation	    
Alcyon Foundation	    
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Aliber	    
Katharine Archer	   
Susan Bacher's Family	    
Russell E. Baer Jr.	    
Baltimore Community Foundation	    
Peter Banta	    
Harriette Barnes	   
Boathouse Foundation	    
Emily Boedecker	   
Ted & Sallie Brophy	    
Ruth H. Brown Foundation	    
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Budell	    
Katherine Buechner Arthaud	    
Bufka Foundation	    
The Burrill Foundation Inc.	    
George Burrill & Lola Van Wagenen	    
Canaday Family Charitable Trust	    
CANUSA Corporation	    
Jake & Donna Carpenter	    
John & Deborah Cave	    
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Cavin	    
Champlain Valley Landscaping	    
The Charlotte Land Trust	    
William & Priscilla Chester	    
Mr. & Mrs. Charles E. Childs, Jr.	    
Austin Chinn	    
Allen & Claudia Clark	    
James & Rhea P. Clark	    
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Close	    
The Coca-Cola Company Matching Gifts Program	    
Lorni Cochran	    
Ralph Colin Jr.	    
Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan	    
Community Foundation of Collier County	    
Concept II	    
Cooper Family Foundation Inc.	    
Sidney & Anne Craven	    
Susan Cross	    
Timothy A. Crowell & Patricia Sabalis	    
Virgil & Jane Cumming	    
Cyberlore Foundation	    
W.B. & Erika Dade	    
William & Laurie Danforth	    

Davis Conservation Foundation	    
Deborah C. (Raven) Davis & Edward A. Everts	    
Stephen & Suzanne Davis	    
Anne Dean	    
Sarah K. deCoizart Charitable Trust	    
Tom & Pat DiSilvio	    
Dorset Citizens For Responsible Growth	    
Frank Duffy	    
Earth Share	    
George F. Ellison	   
Equinox Foundation, Inc	    
Fieldstone 1793 Foundation	    
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Flynt	    
G.D.S. Legacy Foundation	    
John M. Gannon	   
Judy Geer & Richard Dreissigacker	    
Goldman, Sachs & Co. Matching Gifts	    
Dr. Arnold Golodetz & Mrs. Virginia Golodetz	    
Ms. Valerie L. & Dr. William Graham	    
Clive Gray	    
Susan K. & Charlie Grigg	    
Hamill Family Foundation	    
Susan Hamill Simmers & Clayton Simmers	    
Marilyn & Jim Hand	    
James R. Hand, Sr.	    
Margaret Handler	    
Philip S. Harper Foundation	    
Dr. Cedric F. Harring, Jr.	    
Mr. & Mrs. Roby Harrington III	    
Roger Haydock	    
James D. & Susan J. Heckman	    
Rich & Martha Heilemann	    
Highfield Foundation	    
Doris A. Hill	    
Mr. & Mrs. Wilfred G. Hill	    
Dorothy Hines & Cathleen Miller 	   
The Holborn Foundation - Jill & John Gilbert	    
Hollis Declan Leverett Memorial Fund	    
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Horbar	    
R. Webber & Kelly Hudson	    
Melrose E. Huff	    
Lester & Sheila Humphreys	    
Elizabeth Humstone	    
Susan Hunter Watson & Doug Watson	    
Gale S. Hurd	    
William B. Hurd	   
IBM Employee Services Center	    
Richard Jackson, Jr. & Ann Jackson	    
Carolyn Jackson	   
Jane Krochmalny Law Offices 	    

Jatoma Charitable Foundation	    
April Johnson	    
Mary Johnson	    
Gerard E. & Emily Jones	    
Dr. and Mrs. Henry A. Jordan	    
Alex Katz	    
Kelsey Trust	    
Liza Ketchum & John Straus	    
Richard & Barbara Ketchum	    
Tom & Polly Ketchum	    
Barry & Warren King	    
Sibyl Kirby	    
Roberta W. Knight	    
Kohn Rath Blackwood & Danon Llp  
Jennifer Kramer	    
John H. Kueffner &  

Carolyn F. Goodwin Kueffner
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Laber	    
Mary A. Lambert	    
Kate Lampton	    
James Laubach Jr.	    
Pat Lee & James Lee, Jr.	    
Airie R. Lindsay 	   
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Linen	    
Howard S. Litwack	    
Christopher & Sally Lutz	    
Deborah Lynch	    
Georgine MacGarvey Holman &  

Steven Holman	    
Barbara & J. Robert Mann, Jr.	    
Mr. & Mrs. Tod Mann	    
John T. & Jane E. Marino	    
The Mazur Family Foundation	    
Mr. & Mrs. Bryan McCarthy	    
Lois McClure	    
Meadowhill Fund	    
Bill Mercia	    
Charlotte S. Metcalf	    
Michael & Margaret Picotte Foundation Inc.
Josiah E. & Christine S. Miles	    
Elsbeth Mode	    
Rex Myers & Susan Richards	    
Deborah P. Nason	    
National Life Group Charitable Foundation
The New Hampshire Charitable Foundation 
The New York Community Trust	    
Nichols Foundation, Inc.	    
Walter & Winnie Norman	    
Oakland Foundation	    
Orvis Company, Inc.	    

Margaret S. Paine & Jake Chapline III 
Hillel & Adine Panitch	    
Patagonia, Inc.	    
Patricia P. Polk	    
William & Betsy Peabody	    
Mr. & Mrs. George Peck	    
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Penney	    
David D. Perkins & Nancy C. Mackinnon 
Perk Perkins	    
Tom Peters & Susan Sargent	    
Dean & Connie Phypers	    
David Pill & Hilary B. Maharam	    
Patricia P. Polk	    
Dr. Elizabeth Poulsen	    
Frederick Pratt & Eleanor Bisbee Pratt
r.k. Miles Incorporated	    
Richard F. Raubertas	    
Pen Reed, Jr. & Barbara Reed	    
Resolution Inc.	    
Review Foundation	    
Grace Jones Richardson Trust 	    
Susan Z. Ritz	    
Riverledge Foundation	    
Robert L. Crowell Charitable Trust	   
Linda Rosenbluth	    
John & Nancy Rosenthal	    
Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Rowland	    
James & Christina Runcie	    
Mr. & Mrs. John Runnette	    
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The Nature Conservancy is a global organization with  
programs in all 50 states and 30 countries. The Vermont 

Chapter raises all its own funds and relies on the generosity of our members to do its conservation 
work in Vermont. We also raise funds to support select conservation projects abroad. We wish to 
thank all of our Vermont Chapter donors during the period of July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010.  All of our 
members are important to us and we wish space limitations did not prevent us from listing every 
one of you! The Nature Conservancy regrets any errors or omissions. We are always grateful for any 
corrections or updates. Please email them to Vermont@tnc.org or call (802) 229-4425. 

Thank You!
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Connect  i ng  
with natu re

ancy Howe Russell, a Vermont 
Chapter trustee from East 

Dorset, and her husband Jim Russell 
spotted this bobcat in their back  
pasture in September  while having  
lunch on their patio. Nancy has a  
special bond with bobcats as her 
painting, “Of a Secret Nature,”  
shows. The painting of a bobcat at  
the chapter’s newest natural area, 
Raven Ridge, was exhibited in the 
Inspired by Nature art show this 
past summer and autumn at the 
Bennington Center for the Arts  
and the Bryan Memorial Gallery in 
Jeffersonville as part of the chapter’s 
50th anniversary celebrations.

Photos by Jim
 R

ussell and C
hristine G

lade
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Thanks to your support, visitors can 
enjoy the new trail at Pew Forest in the Equinox Highlands.
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The Nature Conservancy, Vermont Chapter
July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010

Expenses

General and 
administrative 
$309,622 

Fund raising – $216,307 

Total conservation program  
expenses & capital allocations 
$3,436,314

Revenues 

Gifts of land – $388,500	  

Dues and contributions  
$2,431,315	  

Investment income  
$652,979 

Private contracts  
$67,342

Sales of land to government and  
other conservation agencies – $124,970 

Government awards 
$1,400,526	  

Other income – $38,694 

Donors
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International Conservation

he Scarlet Macaw is one of the most symbolic birds  
of the Amazon. Its size and striking red color make it 

almost instantly recognizable. But the macaw’s habitat is 
threatened, especially in the municipality of São Felix de 
Xingu, where 19 percent of original forest cover has already 
been lost. The Nature Conservancy is helping to ensure  
that deforestation in this municipality comes to an end by 
working with farmers and ranchers to register their lands  
and help them comply with Brazil’s Forest Code, which 
requires that all Amazon landowners keep 80 percent of  
their land in native vegetation. 

T
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Nancy E. Wood
James & Maureen Woodnorth
Wood's Agency Inc.
Arthur Woolf
Lawrence B. Woolson
Dr. James E. & Ida H. Wright
Dr. & Mrs. James Wright
Peter F. & Patricia A. Wright	
Stephen Wright	
Claudia & Alan Wulff	
Bernhard Wunder	
Mr. & Mrs. Hunter Yager	

Dr. Valery W. Yandow	
Karen W. Yankowski & Michael Dunavin	
Gail Yanowitch	
Richard E. Yeaw & Linda S. Cooper	
Yellow Dog Productions	
Steve Young	
Dr. Thomas W. Yurista	
Walter A. Zablonski Jr.	
E-An Zen	
Thomas F. Ziobrowski	
Vicki E. Zion

Legacy Club 

Legacy Anonymous (61)	
John & Frances Adams	
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Alden	
Amanda Amend & Craig Olzenak	
Sally Andrews	
Katharine Archer	
Susan R. Baker	
Elizabeth Ballinger	
Jenneke Barton	
Joan Barton	
Peter & Caroline Bennett	
Debby Bergh	
Donald F. Berth
Brian Besser
John & Diane Biello
Richard Blackburn & Judith Lam
Emily Boedecker
Julia Bond
Shannon & Tom Brady
Hollis Burbank-Hammarlund & Arne Hammarlund
Sally Buxton
John E. Carl
Jill & Charles Castelli
John Chamberlain
Malcolm & Sarah Chamberlain
Arthur & Joan Chickering
Allen & Claudia Clark
Alice L. Coryell
Deborah C. (Raven) Davis & Edward A. Everts
David M. Dawson
Ann B. Day
Linda P. Devlin
Nancy M. Diemand
Davis Dimock & Victoria Weber
Sally Ducot
Rufus Duell, Jr.
Lyn DuMoulin
Robert W. Ebling III
George Ellison & Molly Lofgren
John T. Ewing
Gordon Faison
Russell M. Fellows
Dr. Ronald Ferry
Robert Foley
Ellen Frye
Dr. & Mrs. Stokes Gentry
Ann R. Geoffrion

Paula A. Gills
Herbert Goertz
Marjorie A. Grant
Clive Gray
Edward C. Gray
Philip Gray Jr. & Janet Travers
Dean & Susan Greenberg
Abigail Hagler, M.D.
Gale Hamilton
Lawrence & Linda Hamilton
Sara Hand
Fran & Ross Hanson
Ronald Harmsen
Pat Harrington
Christine Haugen
W. J. Heap
Frederick & Margaret Henry
Mary D. Herberich
Candace Hess
Carolyn K. Hignite
Doris A. Hill
Mr. & Mrs. Wilfred G. Hill
Dorothy S. Hines
Mary Hoffman
Anne Hoover
Hanna W. Hopp
Norman & Frances Hosford
Melrose E. Huff
Lester & Sheila Humphreys
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Mr. & Mrs. Uri Hurwitz
M. Elizabeth & Richard Idler
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Carol L. Jensen
Mary G. Johnson
Gerard E. Jones
Mr. & Mrs. Maurice Jones
Gloria J. Karch
Barbara O. Keeton
Richard & Barbara Ketchum
Jaap J. Ketting
Mr. & Mrs. Steve King
Barry & Warren King
Roberta W. Knight
Dr. Stephen S. Kornbluth
Jennifer Kramer
Mr. & Mrs. Max Kraus

The Legacy Club is The Nature Conservancy’s way of honoring the many generous and forward-
thinking people who have notified us that they intend to give a gift to the Conservancy through 
their will, trust, retirement plan or insurance policy. It also includes those who have made life 
income gifts through Charitable Remainder Trusts, Charitable Gift Annuities, and other deferred or 
planned gifts. Membership is voluntary. We thank our Legacy Club members for making such a 
remarkable commitment to protect nature and preserve life in Vermont and around the world. If 
you are interested in leaving a Legacy, please contact Emily Boedecker at (802) 229-4425 ext 
112 or email at eboedecker@tnc.org. All inquiries are confidential.
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Legacy Member Ruth Page

s a committed environmentalist, Ruth Page supports 
several groups that work to preserve the environment, 

but she wanted to do “something special” with The Nature 
Conservancy, so she became a member of the Legacy Club.

“I feel that The Nature Conservancy is really an outstanding  
organization,” she said. “They seem to understand that you 
can’t just help one animal species or one plant, you’ve got  
to take care of the surrounding area. You need large areas  
preserved to protect those animals and species.”

For many years, Ruth has shared 
her insights about the environment 
as well as her passion for gardening  
with radio listeners in Vermont.  
Her well-researched and thoughtful  
commentaries, less frequent in  
recent years but no less informative, 
can still be heard on Vermont  
Public Radio.

Ruth has lived most of her adult 
life in Vermont, arriving in 1945  
as a young bride with her fifth- 

generation Vermont husband Proctor, whom she met while 
they both lived in New York City. Ruth and Proctor built their 
careers and raised their family here. For 20 years, until 1977, 
the Pages published The Suburban List in Essex Junction, 
where Ruth, an English and history graduate from Swarthmore 
College, was able to pursue her love of writing and editing. 
Oldest daughter Candace followed in her parents’ footsteps  
as a journalist and writes for The Burlington Free Press. 
Daughter Patti is a lawyer and lives in Colchester, and son  
Bob is a geologist in Toronto.

Ruth recalls fondly that she and her late husband tended 
three large gardens at their home on Appletree Point in 
Colchester while raising the family and running the newspaper. 
She keeps a smaller garden at her home in Shelburne now,  
but she is proud to say that she produces the “most beautiful 
tomatoes and Brussels sprouts.” 

Ruth’s love of Vermont and the natural environment are 
a big part of her life, and it matters to her that The Nature 
Conservancy works with a similar vision and commitment. 

“I approve of the way The Nature Conservancy looks at 
things,” she said.

Volunteers
We would like to thank the hundreds of volunteers who donated thousands of hours  
of time to help protect Vermont’s natural heritage. Special thanks to the volunteers  
who gave more than 20 hours of time:

Brian Albarelli
Jim Appleyard
Kathy Archer
Elaine Blodgett
Bob Bjorklund
Ruth Botzow
Richard Cambio
Camp Betsey Cox with Lorrie Byrom
Camp E-Wen-Akee
Camp Southwoods
Castleton State College Botany Class 
Castleton State College Sociology Class  

with Bill Kuehn
Riley Chapman
Allen Clark
Brian Dade
Erika Dade
Fair Haven Grade School  

with Christopher Stanton
David Fedor-Cunningham
Cathy Frank
Green Across The Pacific with Peter Lynch
Clive Gray 
Larry Hamilton 
Jim Hand
Sara Hand
Chuck Helfer
Gail Helfer
Ken Hertz 
Bob Hoffman 
Nancy Howe Russell 
Lester Humphreys 

IBM - Days of Caring Volunteers 
Gerard Jones 
Bill Kuehn
Sandy Kuehn
Lake Champlain Basin Program
Michael Middleman
Patricia Moore
Patrick Munson 
Mary Neighbours 
Maggie Paine 
Lawrence Pyne 
Heather Ruggiero
Rutland High School with Tim Gilbert
Susan Sargent 
Jeff Schumann 
Lani Seifert 
Anne Silberfarb 
Peter Silberfarb 
Alcott Smith
Susan Smith
James Tabbert
Susan Tucker
Mary Twitchell
UVM Community Service Programs 

(TREK)
UVM LAND Stewardship Program
Vermont Community College  

with Joe Przypek 
Lynn Wild
Alex Wilson
Steve Young
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A Place I Love
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Lynn McNamara 
Conservation Assistant, Montpelier office

Visiting Bond Island in 
summer can be torture. 
This “island” in the Otter 
Creek Swamp complex in 
Whiting can be swarm-
ing with mosquitoes, but 
in the winter, it is truly a 
wonderful place. 

Once the swamp is 
firmly frozen, from Route 
30 it is just a short, half-
mile snowshoe up the 
old driveway to the top 
of the island, which was 
a former homestead site. 
Snowshoeing through the Red Maple-Northern White 
Cedar swamp allows for a perspective that is not possible in 
the warmer months. 

Wandering amongst the trees, you’re likely to see lots of 
animal tracks, just watch your step in case you come across a 
seep or area where the ice is thin!

Mary Droege
Director of Ecological Management and Restoration,  
West Haven office

One of my favorite outings is to the Poultney River in the 
spring when the floodplain forest is flooded so you can 
canoe through the trees. If the water is high enough, you can 
canoe into Schoolhouse Marsh, which is fully protected by 
The Nature Conservancy, a deep emergent marsh nestled up 
against the steep side slopes of the Bald Mountain ridgeline. 

Canoeing to the furthest corner of the marsh will reveal 
a beautiful little waterfall. If you have the luck to hit it right, 
it is an ephemeral moment and it is unlike anywhere else in 
Vermont. The high water allows access into a world that is 
otherwise mostly hidden from our view. Visiting by silent 
canoe lets you move quietly and at eye level 
with the wildlife — turtles sunning on logs 
and herons in the reeds. You’ll experience 
the bursting forth of spring, the stately 
silver maples lining the banks of the river 
are flowering, all the shrubs and trees are 
leafing out, and migratory song birds flit 
about feeding on newly hatched insects. It is 
a place so full of life, it can’t help but renew 
your spirit.

Seen and heard at the 2010 Annual Gathering field trips
Kim Ward, Office Manager, Restoring Raptors: Did you 
know raptors need to eat every bit of their prey to satisfy 
all their nutrient requirements, such as the bones for 
calcium? This is one of the facts we learned from Craig 
Newman, Director of Outreach for Earth Stewardship, 
who also urged support for organizations like The 
Nature Conservancy that protect habitat — the biggest 
factor in a healthy raptor population. 

Rose Paul, Director of Science and Stewardship, Williams 
Woods: Someone noticed scattered little shaggy green 
things in the trail. Everyone started picking them up and 
examining them. Is it the cap from an acorn, someone 
asked. Sure enough, those shaggy looking caps are from 

Brett Engstrom captivates his audience during the field trip  
to Camp Johnson in Colchester at the Annual Gathering.

the mossy cup oak, also called bur oak, a Champlain 
Valley specialty. This exquisite little piece of nature made 
mossy cup oaks unforgettable for the people on our trip. 
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Do you have your copy of our new guide?

Free copies of the guide to 
The Nature Conservancy’s 
natural areas, Places to  
Walk, Paddle and Explore in  
Vermont, are available at  
our offices in Montpelier.  
Or to receive a copy  
in the mail, please send  
a check for $5.95 for  
shipping and handling to:  
The Nature Conservancy, 
27 State St ., Suite 4, 
Montpelier, VT 05602.

50th Anniversary Edition

The Nature Conservancy 

Places to Walk, Paddle, 
and Explore in Vermont
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